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NICKELSON, Raymond, MM2ec, 201 58 11, USH

Hy dear Mr. and Mrs, Nickelson:

Tt ie with the deepest scerow that I, as Senice Swwiving
Offioer of the former U.5,S, HOU 10K, write to you regmrding you
s ot o e e e St
war reported as « , sinking o
m’%h night of Felruary 28, 1942, Although officially re-
i as =l Sy o ‘ 3

in ection, I regret to ; 88 a yesult of &

: of time sinos the sinking of the ship, T am pareonally of the
ﬁtﬁ%%&umhm%!wkﬁ owrvival,

PERTH, about 7:30 in the evening on Felwuvary 28, 1942, enrowte to the
southern coast of Java via the Sunds Streit, At about 11:15, when
within sbout five miles of St, Nicholes Point, Java, Je é@“ ships

%%&w,%mgmww erpedoss, loft the formsew

' shortly thereafter. From then on and for & period of

* e HUSION singly engaged the entire Japaness farce
%gmw,ﬁamﬁmw%%mamg%m

than one mlile, MWmew%msbthﬁ%t@m%w
MQWMWM%WWQﬁ%ﬁ%%&m
condition, 4%t this time crders were given to abandon ship. Shartly =
mt&ﬁm’%&mm%thmzb&%@, etill waier heawy -
Japanose gunfire and with the United States colors still flying,

rolled over to starbosrd and sank,

i %x@ukh%mmwz%mzw%%ww%
%ﬁmmwwmgr%hvwefmﬁ%ez%nm* The
cireumstances suwrrounding his disappearance ars unknom to all of us,

, ] ore to get into the wter befare

: k., W , the men who were capbured, and
%mafa%mmwmm%tﬁ%bmamwm, Since
your son's neme ie not listed in ow records, it is presumed that
be want dowm with the ship,




KICKELSON, Raymond, M2c, 291 58 11, USH

I have bosn advised that & full and complete review of the
status of all missing HOUSTON persomel will be made the Navy
vopartment in the near fubure and et that time off notiffcation
of the stetus of youwr som will be given you,

I realise that no warde of mine cen lighten the burden of
grief st this time, I do hops, howsver, that you can find soms come
fort in the knowledge that youwr sen's efforts materially aided in
mt»%mgmw%ﬁmwmm@wa@m
can be forever proui. FPleass accept my sincerest sympathy on behalf
of all the surviving officers and men of the HUUSTON,

Very sincerely,

A+ L, HAHER
mﬁﬁg;% .

i, and Wre, lafs Hickelson
RFD f1
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